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her, when she saw her before her, " when your amiable mother left this Court, where the slightest prosperity attracts envy, I promised her to take some care of your childhood, and I have kept my word. I have always treated you with gentleness and consideration; whence proceeds your hate against me of to-day ? Is your young heart capable of it? I believed you to be a model of gratitude and goodness."
" Madam," replied the young Princess, weeping, "deign to pardon this imprudence of mine and to reconcile me with the King, whom I love so much."
" I have not the credit which you assume me to have," replied the lady-in-waiting coldly. " Unless for the extreme kindness of the King you would not be where you are, and you take it ill that I should be where I am! I have neither desired nor solicited the arduous rank that I occupy; I need resignation and obedience to support such a burden." Madame de Maintenon resumed her work. The Princess, not daring to interrupt her silence, made the bow that was expected of her and withdrew.  de   Maintenon   to
